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Project Name: 2003 Energy Code and Seattle Amendments

Applicant Name: City of Sesttle - Department of Planning and Development

Addressof Proposal: City of Seettle, State of Washington

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED ACTION

This is a non-project action that is proposing legidative action to adopt the 2003 Energy Code (2003
Washington State Energy Code and Seettle amendments) and replace the 2002 Seettle Energy Code
(2001 Washington State Energy Code and 2002 Seettle amendments).

It is expected that the City Council will act on the proposed nortproject legidation in June 2004.

SEPA - Environmental Deter mination pursuant to Seattle Municipal Code (SMC) 25.05

SEPA DETERMINATION: [ ]Exempt [X]DNS [ ]JMDNS [ ]EIS

[ ] DNSwith conditions

[ ] DNSinvolving nornexempt grading, or demoalition, or
ancther agency with jurisdiction.
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BACKGROUND DATA

Proposed Action:

A draft ordinance has been prepared to implement the recommendations made by DPD Construction
Codes Advisory Board (CCAB) on the 2003 Sedttle Energy Code, found in the Director's
Memorandum @ April 2004). The proposa includes an ordinance amending Section 22.700.010 of
the Sedttle Municipa Code to adopt the 2003 Seeitle Energy Code (by reference to the 2003
Washington State Energy Code, with Sesttle amendments) and repeding the 2002 Sesttle Energy Code
(2001 Washington State Energy Code and 2002 Sesttle amendments.)

The ordinance will include amendments to the 2003 Washington State Energy Code (WSEC) proposed
by the city of Sedttle. The amendments will serve two goals. Firg, it continues Sedttle's role as a
regiond and nationd leader by retaining key requirements, over and above the 2003 WSEC, which
have been incorporated into the Seettle Energy Code, and by including updates being considered for the
ASHRAE/IESNA Standard 90.1. (American Society of Heating Refrigerating and Air Conditioning
Enginearg/llluminating Enginesring Society of North America issue ajoint standard 90.1 that establishes
minimum energy efficiency requirements for nonresdentiad and high-rise resdentid buildings.  This
document is the basis for Energy Codes throughout the United States)) Second, it supports regulatory
reform by minimizing the differences between WSEC and Sesttl€’'s requirements.  This reeffirms a
decision made when the 1994 Sesttle Energy Code was adopted.

Section 22.700.010 of the Seattle Municipal Code will be amended to adopt by reference the 2003
Washington State Energy Code (WSEC) and reped the reference to the 2001 Washington State
Energy Code. The 2003 WSEC includes nodifications adopted by the Washington State Building
Code Council which was published in January in the Washington State Register 04-01-106. Barring
any action by the Washington State Legidature, the 2003 State code will take effect statewide on July
1, 2004. Modifications to the Washington State Energy Code will include minor changes made for
clarification, and editorid changes between the Resdentid and Nonresdentid Energy Code
requirements. Changes affect the Resdential Energy Code which gpplies to al Group R occupancies
and to the Nonresidential Energy Code which appliesto al other occupancies.

City of Seeitle amendments to the 2003 “Washington State Nonresidential Energy Code’ (WSEC) will
only affect Chapters 11 though 20 and Standard RS-29. Proposed changes include darification of
code language; consstency between the 2003 WSEC and the Seettle Energy Code; incorporation of
updates considered for the ASHRAE/IESNA Standard 90.1, and; adoption of specific standards that
exceed the minimum standards established in the 2003 WSEC.
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Public Review and Comment

In the fal of 2003, DPD indicated that it would begin a public review of proposed amendments to the
Sedttle Energy Code in January 2004. Staff from DPD and Sesttle City Light developed a proposa
that was released on 14 January 2004. Sesttle DPD announced the beginning of the public review and
aseries of review meetingsin an e-mail to the Sesttle Energy Code e-mal lig, in an e-mail to the CCAB
e-mall ligt, and in amailing to DPD's Energy Code mailing ligt.

Copies of the material were adso posted on the DPD Seettle Energy Code website.  The following
public review meetings have been hdd: 20 January 2004 (overview), 29 January 2004 (lighting and
building envelope), 5 February 2004 (economizer and mechanica dterations), 12 February 2004
(mechanicd, including dterations), 26 February 2004 (mechanicd, including adterations), and 4 March
2004 (economizer and mechanica dtertions).

In addition, DPD gaff participated in other meetings to present the recommendations and to olicit
commentss ASHRAE Puget Sound Chapter monthly workshop on 14 January 2004 (mechanica
equipment efficiency), BOMA Code Committee meeting on 27 January 2004 (mechanical dterations),
ASHRAE Puget Sound Chapter TEGA Committee on 2 February 2004 (mechanica), and BOMA
Energy Code meeting on 10 February 2004 (mechanica dterations).

Theinitid public review period for written comments closad on 24 February 2004. An additional public
review period on the economizer provisions and mechanicd adterations extended until 12 March 2004.

ANALYSIS- SEPA

Theinitid disclosure of the potentia impacts from this proposal was made in the environmenta checklist
submitted by the applicant dated 9 March 2004. The informeation in the checklig, the CCAB’s
Recommendations Memo dated 8 April 2004, and the experience of the lead agency with review of
smilar proposds forms the basis for this andysis and decision.

The proposed change to the Sesattle Energy Code to adopt the 2003 Washington State Energy Code
(WSEC) is required by the State Building Code Act. The WSEC provides minimum standards to new
or dtered buildings and structures or portions thereof to achieve efficient use and conservation of

energy. Modifications to the WSEC include minor changes made for darification; editorid changes for
terminology and language; an update of standards to current versons, and consistency between the
Residentia and Nonresidential Energy Code requirements. Changes affect the Residential Energy Code
appliesto al Group R occupancies, the Nonresidential Code appliesto al other occupancies.
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The State Building Code Council has adopted review procedures and approva criteria for loca
amendments.  Amendments proposed by the City of Seattle to the 2003 WSEC will only affect the
“Washington State Nonresidential Energy Code” (Chapters 11 through 20 and RS-29 of the WSEC.)
Proposed changes include darification of code language consistency between the 2003 WSEC and the
Sedttle Energy Code; incorporation of updates considered for the ASHRAE/IES Standard 90.1, and;
adoption of specific standards that exceed the minimum standards established in the 2003 WSEC. Itis
anticipated that the proposed amendments to the 2003 WSEC will provide minor energy savings and
will have no sgnificant adverse environmenta impact upon the environmen.

DECISION - SEPA

This decison was made after review by the responsble officid on behdf of the lead agency of a
completed environmenta checklist and other informetion on file with the responsible department. This
condtitutes the Threshold Determination and form. The intent of this declaration is to satisfy the
requirement of the State Environmental Policy Act (RCW 43.21.C), including the requirement to inform
the public of agency decisions pursuant to SEPA.

[X] Determination of NonSignificance. This proposd, indluding the non-project action and project
action, has been determined to not have a Sgnificant adverse impact upon the environment. An
ElSis not required under RCW 43.21C.030 (2) (c).

[ ] Deeminationof Sgnificance. Thisproposd has or may have a Sgnificant adverse impact upon
the environment. An EISis required under RCW 43.21C.030 (2) (c).

Sgnaure _ (sgnature on file) Dae _May 10, 2004
Colin R. Vasguez, Land Use Planner
Department of Planning and Deve opment
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